Yealmpton Environment Group

Zoom Meeting, 21 January 2021

Agenda
1. Agree topic/area list and leads
2. Mowing and strimming regime, 2021
3. Yealmpton Climate Emergency Declaration – signing up
4. 2021 Ambitions – Short-term
a. What are the other four Parishes doing?
b. Are we aligned?
5. 2025 Ambitions – Long-term (to inform 5-year environment plan)
6. The future of Bee Wild
7. An Environmental Plan for Yealmpton – next steps

Action Points:
1. Agree topic/area list and leads

	Topic/Area
	1st Representative
	2nd Representative
	Short term actions

	Wildflowers/Green spaces
	Gill
	Julia, Cliff, Kate
	Street weeding group
Churchyard
Mowing regime

	Footpaths
	Sheila
	Liam, Ben
	Enhancements, wildflowers, litter?

	Trees
	Stan
	Kate, Kate H, Dan
	New planting
Replacing lost ash

	Communications
	Jen
	Teresa, Kate H, Thom
	Engagement, school and wider community
Outreach – walks, talks, publicity

	Fund raising?
	Dan
	Liam, Peter B, Ben (corporate)
	Local and strategic



2. Mowing and strimming regime, 2021

Dan had provided a map of mowing areas around the village, which had been shared before the meeting.  After a wide ranging discussion on options, the following summary points can be made;
· Some areas need to be kept short and neat, eg. The area around the old railway station and where visibility is vital to road safety.
· Some areas, especially the steeper sections, could be much more wild – 1/2 cuts, with the Environment group helping to rake and remove the last cut to reduce verge fertility.
· Some areas could have a reduced number of cuts – 4/5 is recommended by DCC and it is also policy in the Devon Life on the Verge guidance.
· Any areas with modified treatments need to be signed to alert the community and the contractors to change.
· The form of the signs to be agreed, but Bee Wild had already explored options. 

We do not have time this year to have a complex mowing and maintenance regime for the village or the wider parish – but we need to start somewhere.

We do not have sufficient time to co-ordinate with the other parishes in the proposed 5 parish alliance, but can develop this for next year.

We will also follow up this season with a survey of the verges to establish what we have and how best to manage them in 2022 and beyond.

Kate will circulate a map with these options showing, for email agreement of the group, to go to Dan as a proposal for the next PC, on 8 February.

3. Yealmpton Climate Emergency Declaration – signing up
There is still some uncertainty in the group about a process for this and what is needed.  The full title of the group that we might join is,
The Yealm Climate Emergency and Environment Action Alliance’
It has been felt by Dan and Cliff that we need to have clear targets and deliverables in order to ask the Parish Council to declare a climate emergency and be able to see how this will be implemented in the Parish.  I feel and suggested to the group that it should really be a 2 step process.
Step one, declare a climate emergency with a series of high level aspirations.
Step two, develop the aspirations into a parish Environmental Plan.
The template proposed for the alliance is very short, much shorter than for example the declaration made by South Brent - http://www.southbrent.gov.uk/climate-ecological-emergency/climate-emergency-declaration
Whichever and whatever we choose to do, this should be the main topic for discussion at the next YEG meeting, with informal discussions before, with a view to YEG asking Dan to take this to the PC. 

4. 2021 Ambitions – Short-term
a. What are the other four Parishes doing?
b. Are we aligned?

Kate will be attending the 5 Parish joint meeting, and will report back at the next meeting.

5. 2025 Ambitions – Long-term (to inform 5-year environment plan)

To be discussed at the next meeting

6. The future of Bee Wild

There was some discussion, but Kate who had raised the subject felt that the decision was not yet needed whilst we both established the YEG and its remit, and whilst we were preparing a 5 year Environmental Plan for the parish.  These factors should make it clearer to see where Bee Wild fits in or doesn’t. 

7. An Environmental Plan for Yealmpton – next steps

To be discussed at the next meeting

The meeting closed at 20:50



