Yealmpton Environment Group

Zoom Meeting, 18 February 2021, 

Agenda
1. Mowing and strimming regime, 2021 – results and next steps
2. Topic/area list and leads – updates/proposals
3. Rivers sub-group proposal and actions
4. 5 Parish update
5. An Environmental Plan for Yealmpton – next steps
6. Yealmpton Climate Emergency Declaration – signing up (attachment)
7. AOB

Litter

Finish at 20:30

1. Mowing proposal endorsed by PC.  Viewed as a pragmatic approach. 
Two conditions:
· Verges having Tier 3 treatments to be signed (Blue Heart logo) to both alert contractors and parishioners, but also to explain approach.
· Survey to be conducted during the growing season of all verges to inform a revised and evidence based approach from 2022 onward.

Dan prompted to speak to Rector after success of mowing proposals.  Rector has agreed to allocate an area of the churchyard to manage for wild flowers.  Behind (north) of church.

2. Sub group reports

	Topic/Area
	1st Representative
	2nd Representative
	Short term actions

	Wildflowers/Green spaces
	Gill
	Julia, Cliff, Kate
	Planting/distribution of wild flowers. Street weeding group
Churchyard
Mowing regime

	Footpaths
	Sheila
	Liam, Ben
	Enhancements, wildflowers, litter?

	Trees
	Stan
	Kate, Kate H, Dan
	New planting
Replacing lost ash

	Communications and Fundraising
	Jen
	Teresa, Kate H, Thom, Liam, Peter B, Ben (corporate)
	Engagement, school and wider community
Outreach – walks, talks, publicity

	Rivers and watercourses
	Roger
	Tony, Dan
	Yealm to Moor
Water sampling

	Carbon
	Teresa
	Thom, Kate S
	Carbon footprint



· Wildflowers - Bulbs in the green. Stray Park management association – Laurie Wilcox.  Centre of old orchard has not been cut for 2 years.
Tier 3 areas. Bulbs in the church yard.

· Footpaths – lost lanes.
Linear enhancements with wild flowers,  in partnership with wildflower group.

· Trees – principle idea is for a Yealmpton Community Wood
Kitley – keen to work with us
Water meadow – part of the Ashcombe Estate. Occasionally grazed. Good opportunities for some tree planting, but need to consider other priority habitats.
How do we approach landowners – letter from group, or via PC, or by local knowledge?
Dan offered to write letter to owners on behalf of YEG and PC.

Comms/Fundraising support other groups.  Happy to push social media, create fliers etc as needed.

General discussion on communications and publicity
Double page spread in the Yealmpton Press
Holbeton has a Tip of the month – perhaps include in the YEG area.
15th of the month is copy date for the YP.
Suggest we write an Introduction to the Group.  
Suggestion we get input and ideas from the parishioners.  
Actions for sustainability. Jolly Green Giant in the press page.
Contact details etc, for 2 way communication.  environment@gmail.com?
Page on the PC website. Sheila to explore options

3. River sub-group proposal
Yealm to Moor – Kate had attended and fed back – minutes?
Key opportunity for YEG is in supporting water monitoring – 5 locations
Suggestion to get volunteers by advertising in the Press
Water sub-group – membership, Tony Hawkins, Roger, Dan
Julia/Kate volunteered to support the water monitoring – possibly 20 volunteers needed.  Need firm detail. Tony/Dan to follow up.
Suggestion that we get Peter Brown to do a presentation to the 5 parishes?

4. Five Parish Alliance update
Dan went to meeting
Tiered approach to verges welcomed.  Blue heart to be used to mark changes
Carbon footprint – Harry at Holbeton has done a lot of work on this
Can pay agencies to do the work
Teresa to talk to Harry and get some more info.  
South Dartmoor Community Energy running Net Zero Heroes project at schools in the 5 parishes.

Suggested we have a Carbon sub-group – Teresa and Thom, & Kate

5. Env plan for Yealmpton – Dan suggested that Dan, Stan and Kate draft outside of group and circulate

6. Yealmpton Climate Emergency Declaration 
If we want to declare a climate emergency, and harmonise with the other 4 parishes in the group, we need to get agreement from PC
Need a very clear why for the PC to understand – Teresa, Thom, Stan to take forward to Dan
7. Litter brigade
Roger still has the lead on this.
Designated areas in village.
Roger to talk to members, see how they feel about expanding it.
YEG can still have volunteer days with litter alongside formal litter group.

Dates for next 6 meetings
18 March
22 April
20 May
24 June
22 July
19 August
