Yealmpton Environment Group  - Zoom Meeting, 22 April 2021

1. Proposal to form a cabinet (sub-group leads, + Chair, Vice chair and PC Chair)
Agreed – call it a Steering Group

2. Matters arising from sub-group reports (actions or items for discussion, including carbon sub-group future)
2.1 Rivers & watercourses
River Yealm & tributaries. Serious pollution is under reported by the EA
Actions
1) River Yealm water quality group to apply for designated bathing water sites to get better monitoring.
2) Ask YPC to apply for Freedom of information to find out what is going on
3) Replace faded warning sign just south of the sewage works.
4) Put information on the YEG page of the YPC website on how to report bad smells from sewage farm.

2.2 Wild Flowers / green spaces – see report attached

2.3 Footpaths – see report attached
Actions
1) Get a list of flower tubs and people looking after them from YPC
2) Work on revised leaflet 
3) Get wildflower seeds for banks along FP20 when Cliff does the work there
4) Remove Himalayan Balsam from FP20

2.4 Trees
Actions
1) Ask Kitley for space to create a tree nursery
2) Ask landowners for space to plant trees in the parish
3) Use FB to get people to take notice / interest in trees

2.5 Communications
Actions
1) Post YEG information on Bee-Wild and YPC FB pages rather than create another page / group.
2) Suggest to 5 parishes that they all share a FB page?

2.6 Carbon – see report attached

3. 5 Parish Alliance update
Action
Suggest that each parish puts in money to get a professional to lead and pull ideas together.

4. Environment Plan 
After discussion the Environment Plan was adopted.  It needs to go YPC – action Stan to talk to Dan.
Then YPC should declare a climate emergency to be inline with the other 4 parishes in the alliance - action Stan to talk to Dan. YEG funds are in YPC account – it needs ring fencing in a separate part of the YPC account so that funds are transparent – action Stan to talk to Dan.

5. Hedgehogs & swifts
Actions
1) start a project with advice from an expert – action Kate
2) Swift boxes – need to go up ASAP.  Ask YPC to buy 1 box from YEG funds and get advice from a lady in Holbeton about positioning it – action Barbara

6. YEG Logo – discuss at next meeting


