Yealmpton Environment Group Meeting, Community Room, 18th November 2021, 19:30
Present: Gill, Charles, Tony, Sheila, James, Kate

Agenda

Actions from last meeting:
· Jen to circulate final version of the YEG logo – this has been done YEGlogov5
· Stan to speak to Sheila about GDPR for YEG contact details – Sheila suggested Dropbox
· Stan to supply past agenda and actions/notes for meetings to Sheila - done
· Kate to speak to ParkLife, to get proposal or attendance at the next meeting – ParkLife  -  ongoing. 
Action: Kate to forward details of progress on verges so far and Parklife to draft a proposal for how they might work with YEG in the future and how this would be funded. - see below
· Kate to speak to Dan about funding for the verges, estimated at £300 - £500 was agreed at YPC meeting 8/11/21
· Kate to share plan for Torr Bridge Park - done
· Teresa to contact Shirley Ebrell (spelling?) to discuss ways to take forward a carbon plan for the village – not discussed
· Kate to do a shout out in the Press to see if anyone has carbon skills in the village – not discussed
· Kate to progress getting an ecologist to speak to the PC about the climate change and biodiversity emergencies – not discussed

1. Sub-group reports
1.1 Rivers
Report submitted from Tony included River Yealm and Tributaries Sub-Group Report Nov 2021. River Yealm Water Quality Group Action Plan.  
In addition to the above report, Tony explained that Plymouth University had offered to advertise a MSc project for student to further analyse data from the Environment Agency Archive, which project Tony would help to supervise. 

1.2 Wild flowers/verges
The verges in Ford Road and Torr Bridge Park are a YEG project rather than Bee-wild.  
Action – get ParkLife involved.  
Gill suggested moving plants (knapweed and ox-eye daisies from the Bee-wild area to the banks of FP20.  This will need additional volunteers to help.  
Kate asked about ownership of the verges near the Dunstone turn off the A379 as this would be an ideal place for tree / hedge planting.
Action – Sheila to ask Cliff Tucker (again) about land ownership.


1.3 Footpaths
Sheila bought along copies of the reprinted footpaths walks leaflet which mentions YEG and Bee-wild.  She also spoke about progress with the claim for a PROW in the former Shire Horse Centre fields.
1.4 Trees
It was agreed that we need a list of sites for tree planting.  One of the obvious sites is along FP20 where trees have been felled.  
Action – Dan, ask Michael Bastard if he agrees to this.  There is currently no tree lead in YEG – this needs filling.  
Tony advised that he feels he has enough involvement in YEM through his lead on the river.
Action – Sheila to remove his name from the tree sub-group on YEG website.
1.5 New members
Gill welcomed new members to the group.  
· Charles will help with tree planting and liaising with ParkLife. He mentioned that independent consultants will greatly help in moving projects forward.  
· James has worked with ParkLife and is involved in conducting ecological surveys.  He will help with planting and the educational side of YEG.  He will liaise with the Primary School since his children attend it.  
· Jane is a member of Bee-wild and organises litter picking.  She is available to help but thinks that it is important to get more volunteers involved.
1.6 Carbon – discussed under Environmental Action Plan
1.7 Comms – Sheila has put minutes of all the meetings on the YEG page of the YPC website.
1.8 YEM Mapping workshop – update and actions – not discussed
1.9 Blue Heart Verge Survey – latest proposals and actions – the two areas are Ford Road where the verges will be wilder than Torr Bridge Park but a strip next to the road will be mowed regularly.  Torr Bridge Park – Kate showed the plan, she and Dan are discussing it with residents of TBP led by Tony Stearn.  The plan is to make a wildlife friendly garden with blossom trees, lavender etc.  The YEG wildflower group would like to hand the project over to ParkLife.  It was agreed to pay ParkLife £120 out of the £500 recently agreed in the YPC meeting to do an initial survey.  
Action - Charles will speak to Peter Brown and ParkLife about this, towards how best to build community support, including a possible role for ParkLife advising upon planting elsewhere in the village.
1.10 Carbon plan for YEG – discussed briefly under Environmental Action Plan
1.11 Environmental Action Plan –  Kate suggested organising a petition about the lack of / expensive public transport locally.  Realistically the verges project is the only achievable item at present.
1.12 Volunteer register – not discussed
AOB
· James has links to the school and beavers and brownies to get children involved in projects.
· Kate would like to organise a public forum about the biodiversity crisis with speakers from DCC, wildlife trusts, AONB etc. with particular emphasis on the importance of wildflower verges and hedgerows. Councillors and residents from neighbouring parishes would be welcome. If anyone would like to widen the remit to include other environmental issues ie. carbon footprint, plastic etc. in general - please get involved.
· mentioned that the 5 Parish Alliance are holding a talk and open forum about the climate crisis.
Dates for next 6 meetings
16 December (Xmas do?)
20 January
17 February
17 March
21 April
19 May

