
Yealmpton Environment Group 
Notes of meeting Tuesday 21st February 2023 

Parish Room, Bakery Square 
 
Present: 
Linda Durman, Charles Weston-Baker, Jane Pennington, Sheila Melot, Sheila Barton  
Apologies Jen Fox, Tony Hawkins,  
 
1. Notes of meeting 3rd January approved. 
Linda corrected vehicle numbers through Yealmpton quoted in item 7 of these minutes; 15-18,000 vehicles 
a day should read approx. 8,000 vehicles a day. 
 
2. River Yealm 
Pollution incident 5 Dec 2022 – report has been sent from Parish Council Chairpersons and District and 
County Councils to EA. We await responses. Recent high rainfall has been associated with high turbidity, 
whilst phosphate has been diluted. The first 6 months’ CSI results have been collated and sent to CSI 
volunteers prior to meeting for review on 25th February.  
 
Additional training has been arranged for an alert team of 10 CSI volunteers for 22nd February, so that they 
can take standard samples and photographs when alerted to problems by the continuous monitor (now 
installed and insured). Kit to measure E. Coli concentrations is being prepared. Westcountry Rivers Trust is 
working with us to trial passive sampling for trace organic pollutants (hormones) and heavy metals. 
 
River Fly project has been successful in its application for funding (£300 from South Hams’ Sustainability Fund and 
£700 from Yealmpton Parish Council). Jane has been liaising with WildFish https://wildfish.org/about/  who run a 
“Smart Rivers” programme collecting river fly data nationwide. We need a baseline survey by a professional, training 
for volunteers, equipment and possibly access to processing facilities. Smart Rivers provides an agreed means of 
recording and measuring parameters for these CSI projects and a central database for recording results. Jane plans 
to arrange the baseline survey by a professional for Spring and Autumn with associated training for up to 10 CSI 
volunteers if possible at that time. Once trained the CSI volunteers will be able to carry out sampling twice a year at 
5 chosen sites on the river and contribute data to the Smart Rivers Programme.  
  
The training will cost £1950 and so the £1000 grant will only over half the costs for the training in 2023, but we need 
commit to raise an additional £950 by autumn to go ahead. Jane and Linda will develop applications for funding 
asap. 

 
3. Trees 
Lodge Gate Field (west of Ben’s Farm Shop) successfully planted all 3000 trees by 15th Jan despite the 
weather. Since then they have also been mulched with chippings. Blessing of the trees as a community 
event; date to be agreed. Over 500 trees and bushes also planted at John Lawson’s field in February.  
 
Site for a community orchard identified in Stray Park adjacent to the wildflower meadow and community 
consultation planned before planting. Funding for 2 year old trees needed. Thelma Rumsey and Mark Long 
from the Tree Council have given advice. They are also keen that we recruit a tree warden for the village. 
Linda to readvertise       Action Linda 
 
Farmers and landowners had a successful meeting at Ashcombe Farm organised by FWAG. Jasmine 
Pearson of Natural England gave a well received talk. Environmental and Land Management funding 
system has been announced by DEFRA    https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-
land-management-update-how-government-will-pay-for-land-based-environment-and-climate-goods-and-
services/environmental-land-management-elm-update-how-government-will-pay-for-land-based-
environment-and-climate-goods-and-services        
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Local micro nursery is going ahead in the newly planted Kitley Woodland, in partnership with Volunteers 
Outdoors. 
 
4. Wildlife survey 
Three possible sites in the parish are being considered for a baseline survey. Discussions are underway. 
  
5.EV point in the village 
Parish Council agreed that we should assess demand as next step   Action Linda 
South Hams is undertaking a survey of potential demand that closes 17th March: 
https://www.climatechange.southhams.gov.uk/ev-strategy  
Network capacity remains an issue. Linda to circulate relevant letter from various organisations to Grant 
Schapps.          Action Linda 
 
6. Active travel routes 
The annual survey of Yealmpton’s 26 Public Footpaths has been undertaken by 19 volunteers. An 
application has been submitted for our annual P3 grant for Public Footpath maintenance.  
Application for an additional path from the Toll House along the river to join Footpath 19 north of Riverside 
Way creating a circular route, has been submitted but now awaits our turn at the Definitive Map Review by 
County. Footpath 19 needs improvements such as self-closing gates and kissing gates to allow walkers 
through but keep cattle in the field. These improvements depend on the outcome of the submission for 
creation of the circular route. Maps of Yealmpton Public Footpaths are available at the Post Office, the 
Cafe and in Bakery Square. 
  
A safe walking route from the new Collaton development to Yealmpton is being discussed. 
 
South Hams has commissioned consultants to draft their LCWIP – Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plan. Scope and timescale not known. It seems unlikely that South Hams will fund any active travel 
schemes in advance of completion of the report. 
 
7. Light pollution 
Sheila’s paper was discussed. Further help will be needed to interpret the mapping tools. 
Replacement of domestic outside lighting with motion detectors/PIRs proposed. Linda to draft article for 
Yealmpton Press and to check South Hams’ policy on street lighting with particular emphasis on street 
lighting for the Collaton development. Suggestion to ask our MP (Sir Gary Streeter) to join the All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Dark Skies.        Action Linda 
We also promoted the CPRE Star Count initiative to Yealmpton and the five parishes. 
 
8. Domestic Heating. 
SDCE advice for householders on changing to more environmentally sustainable domestic heating systems 
took place on Saturday 18th February. Fairly low attendance but a good talk and very good exchanges 
afterwards mainly about batteries, as some of the audience has experience of green energy. 
 
9. Next meeting 
Tuesday 29th March 7pm at Parish Room again. 
 
*WRT West Country Rivers Trust and RYWQG River Yealm Water Quality Group 

https://www.climatechange.southhams.gov.uk/ev-strategy

